
CHEYENNE MOUNTAIN SCHOOL
"A Rich Tradition"

rTthe vear was 1872. The Civil War

I coto.uoo Springs was one Year old

been discovered near Pikes Peak.

was over, the city of
and gold had not yet

Three miles southwest of Colorado Springs a few families

farmed along Cheyenne Creek. They wanted to provide formal

schooling for their children. Led by Daniel Kinsman, Carter

Harlan and Marcus Fostet, these families built a I2'x 12'one-

room school house on the south side of Cheyenne Creek near

today's Cresta Road. Mary Harlan was the first teacher and

had nine students. The school term was three months'

In 1874 a larger building was erected on the north side of

cheyenne creek and was officially designated as School

District 12. This new building stood in the 1300 block between
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Creek, to the years when faculty and students rode a trolley
car to the school doors, to the present when schools require as

many parking places as desks, Cheyenne School has provided
education for the community for over half of this country's
history.

More than a century and a quarter ago Mary Harlan began
teaching nine students in a small school house where drinking
water was brought in buckets from Cheyenne Creek and
candles provided extra light. Today over 3700 students attend
Cheyenne Mountain schools with 265 faculty members, eight
campuses, and learn in a tradition which emphasizes the arts
and humanities together with the hard sciences, all in a fast
changing, technological society.

("Cheyenne Mountain School" was researched andwrittenby Richard Marold and

the staff of the Cheyenne Mountain Heritage Center, preserving the art, history and

culture of the Cheyenne Mountain region.)
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